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Jubject: Undefined boundaries of Surinam,
. Enclosures: 2 ) ' '

z Referring to your letter of Novamber 9, 1953, the reply
of which mech to my regret, has been delayed, 1 have the Honor to
state the following. ' '

ATA Al

" This boundary is formed by the course of the River
Marowyne, The reach botwsen tiic mouth of this river and Stoelmans
Island (which lies at the junction of the rivers Lawa and Tapanshony)
1s regulated by the 1915 Convention between The Netherlands and France

(Orficial Gasetto (Stastsdlad) 1916 Nr.304), in which it has been hid
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 down that from the sea to the Island of Portal (at approximately Lo

Klcmetres from the mouth of the river) the boundary will be formed
by the "thalweg®, and from the island of Portal to Stoalmans Island

. 1t will be formed by the middle of the river. Upon request of both

parties the guestion; whether; upstream from Stoelmans Island, the
Tapanshony or the Lawa would be considered’ as the upper.courso of
the Marowyhe, was arbitrated by the Csar of Russia in 1891, which
led to the dacision that the Lawa ‘would be considered as the boun-
dary river. lhie ‘only part of the boundary mot settled by any bin-
ding agreement is the most southward part begin at the bifur-
eation of the Lews into the Biver Litani'and the Marowyne Creek.
‘Extensive negotiations have been held about the strétch of land
between these two rivers;during which both sides, by histeric and
geographie argumentations; have respectively tried to point out
that (for Francs) the litani,; amd (for The Netherlands) the Marowyne
Croek should be considered as the boundary river. These negotistions
$n 1939 ultimataly led to 'a draft-treaty, upon whose contents (vith
the exception of a few details) the parties both agreed. ‘The Nether-

" 1ande in this draft agreement relinquished their standpoint as ro-

gards the Marowyne Creek, and the Litani subsequently was marked as
the boundary river. But for the war of 1940 this draft treaty would
in all probability have been aigned and concluded. The Netherlands
took the initiative to tiy to bring this matter to a conclusion,
but the French Govermmerit, in 1949, stated that they would not be
in a position to proceed® efore their records would have been put
in order. and various documents been found. Since then nothing in
this respect has been heard from the Fremnch Government, and

]
%he—%uaul of the United States consequently __}

of America,
Paramaribo.
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. : consequently the triangle formed by the River Litani, the Marowyne l

Creelc and the Bragilian ifyontisr (as regulated in the itreaty of
1906 and in the supplenentery troaty of 1938) formally still has
%o be regarded as disputed territory. The Netherlands Government
howevar, has so often sgresd (Iastly in the draft-tresty of 1939)
with the fact that the River Iitanl should be considered as the

bounidary river, that the parties im practice may be comeldered as
C L ~ L; .Lx.' . -

Circwistances hore are in many whys & ar to these on
the French side. Here too lengthy discussions were held; in the
sezond ‘half of the 19%h and during the first decades oI the Z2th
centiry,in order to endeaver to coms to the defining 6f this boun-
dary. And here t0o the paities soon agreed upon the lower reaches
of the Corantin., In déviation of thé ususl practice in ihterrnational
1sw, the British Gjvernment agréed to Netherlmnds sovereignty over
the whole width of e riweér. But, also similarly, dispute drede
ebout the upper reaches, i.es sbout the fact whether the Eubari
(British standpoint) of thé New River (Metheérlands étandpoint)
should be pegarded as the contimuation of the Corantin, From a
geographical viewpoint The Nethorlands scemed %o He ina ‘strong
position. The Kutari (alss called Coerceni (Curuni)), based on the
findings of that expedition, had been considered as the boundary "
iver sincé 1843 wher the German explorér Schemb yargk in the service
of the British explored thé hinmteriand of British Guiana: The expo-
dition went southwards sxound the New River and, in following the’
Coséroens. downstrean, did not even hit upen the New River. Hénreveidr,
later explorations proved the éxistenco of the Bew River vhese wvater
volime éxcesds that of the Corveni by 75 per cént,from which it may
be reasomably assuméed that this river mast be considored as the up~
per course of the Coramtdn, -~ -~ =~

Tt The ByAtish Govermment forkiistorical reaséns, was not wil-
1ing té relinguish their rights on the territory situated between tho
two ¥ivers. The Hetherlanda Government ultimately ‘acquiesced in this
standpoint. Paragraph ene of the draft-treaty, concluded by both par-
tios in 1939, statess

(3) The river named by SchomMirgk the Biveér Eutari shali
be considered to constitute the upper reaches of the River
Courantyne,and the boundary shall follow the left bank of
the principal course of the Kuteri."

As was the case with the French here too the second World
War interfered with the signing of this agreement. After the War, when
the Interim Orders of Surinam required that Surinam should be heard,
it was due to certain objections of the Territerial Govermment against
considering the Kutari as the upper reaches of the Corantin that the
treaty could not be concluded. Although the Interim Orders do mob
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exclude thé possibility of deing o, the‘net.harlm_ads Gévernment —1
for pslitical reasoms, is reluctant %o conclude a binding interna-

| tionsl settlement with Grest®Britain which, on this subject, would
bo im direct opposition to the viewpoint held byfthe Territerial

Goversment. As long as the Territerisl Govermment have nmot chamged

. their standpoint,sr have met found mmother solutien, the triangle

formed by the New River, the River Extari and the Brasilian fromtier
therefore should formally be regarded as disputed territory.

** 1 hepe the aferegoing centains encugh particulars te -
ensbie you to ?:tam the State Department according to its neods, -
For your orientétion I am enclosing two copies of a map of Surinanm,
on which the disputed territories are marked in red. Iregmttha&
it is impossible 3o submit copies of documents of recent date
dealing with the berders of Surimam, since none ab this mement have
been released for publication. - -

I have the henor te be, 8ir, =~ =~ = -
o © ' Bespectfully yours, -
o for the Bgvernor of Surinam, a.l.
~ wes sigaed

Dr. C. Nagbigasl

(Direstor of the Cabinet of the)
Governor of Swurinem

o
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RESTRIGTED

SECURITY INFORMATIOM

SURINAM
Consulate: Paramaribo

In an effort to ascertain the present status of the boundaries
in Surinam, we would appregiate any information in the possession
of the embassy in regard to the follow1ng speclflc segment of the
border: . _

1) .Surinam - French Guiana boundary. ; 50 V)

‘The area (approximately 02°OO - 04%0' g:ghOOO w) is
shown as "undeflned" on the enclosed map, scales 1:17,500, OOO.

It is suggested that an official statement from an appropriate
~agency of the Surinam Government be obtained regarding their in-
terpretation of the present status of the above-mentioned segment
of the boundary. A. possible source to be contacted for an accurate
presentation of the boundary, 1nclud1ng information of official
demarcation maps, is the Centraal Bureau Luchtkaartering. Copies
~ of recent border documents, textual materials, and official publications,
if availuble, would be of considerable value,

(The enclosed map, Latin America:Status of Boundaries / First
printed 1946, revised July, 19L7/ shows the areas in question.)
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